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_ ber 1 receiyed, I. give you my heart 
..thanks for the Eton "I Fay ſerve 

2 In part for a requital, 'to remit you arty; = 
3 account of a late Conference betwixt # 
Tap and a Few, at my Houfe. The 
+... occaſion was this :' Of the 14th inftanr, 
being Friday, a Jeſuit { oneFather'S.) whom Thaveal- 
ways found moſt friendly and ingenious , cameto my 
Houſe about Noon to get a return for 200 /.in Parts : | 
readily complied with his requeſt, and deſired him withal, 
to ſtay and take a ſhort Dinner with:-me. Without much 
importunity he was perſwaded : My Dinner was only 4 
Diſh of Salt-fiſh, and a Joynt of Pork Roaſted; and 
though we had: but ordinary Chear, yet down we fate, 
and were very cheartul. Before we had fully Dind, in 
came L. the {I ,. todiſcourſe me about a Commodit 
that I had inquired after ;- 1 deſired. him alfo to ſit down 
and bear uscompany.. My Wife knowing the. Man, :and —_ 
his manner, faid tohim, Mr. Z.I am ſorry that wehave FE 
nothing here that you can eat, I am ſure ſaid ſhe (point- Y 
ing to the Pork , the only Diſh remaining now upon the 
Table ) you are for none of this. Father $. (obſerving 
what ſhe ſaid, and ſuppoſing LZ. tobe a Rowan-Catholck, — 
and that his Abſtinence did ariſe from the ſame ſcrupulo- +3 
ſity with thoſe of that perſwaſion) began to ſcrape ac- - 
AZ _ ©" quaintance 


quaintance with him ,and ask'd him what Countryman 
he was, and howgdor y he had lived in-this City-?-] &= 
vented the reply of -Z-and told-Father#:-that4judoed 
he was miſtaken in my friend , that he was no Roman- 
Catholick, buta Jew; and refrained'Pork not. becauſe it 
was Friday , and ſofforbidden by the Church of Rome, 
but becauſe it was'Swines-fleſh, and ſo apprehended it to 
be forBidden of God. And here it would bays made you 
{ſmile if you had ſtood by , and heard what a Paroxiſm or 
ſharp debate there aroſe. betwixt Father FS, and my Wife 
about this queſtion, Whether heor the Few had the great-- 
cſt ground for ſuch Abſtinence ; and. to ſpeak without ' 
partiality ſhe put him hard toit. ' After the 'Table was 
cleared, Father &. deſired to have fome more ſerious Diſ- 
courſe with L. and told him, That he wondered how a- 
ny man in his right ſenſes could perſiſt in Ze27/b Infideli- 
ty ; adding withal, that he would undertake in an hours 
time to. convince him , that the promiſed Me//iah was 
come, and that Jeſus of Nazareth was he. F£. anſwered, 
that he was a Trader, andaltogether unfit to manage a 
Cont roverlie of that moment ; and therefore deſired to 
be excuſed from medling with it. Father FS. replied, that 
it was more than probable there were ſome oſtheir Prieſts 
or Ratbies in this City, and that ifhe pleaſed, -he would 
meet the ableſt of them, and argue this point in his hear- 
ing, and he hoped to his conviction and ſatisfaction. Z. 
conſented, and promiſed, if a convenient time and place 
were appointed, to bring a friend with him for this pur- 
poſe. I interpoſed, and offered my Houſe for the place 
of their Meeting, which they well approved of, and ap-. 
pointed that day Seven day at Three of the Clock in the 
Afternoon for the time. £- deſired that there might be 
no noiſe or notice given of this their intention, alledging 
that it might be of ill and dangerous conſequence to thoſe 
of their Religion, if it ſhould come to the ear of the Ma- 
eiſtrate, Hereupon they agreed that there ſhould be bo 
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words of it , and that-no perſons befides my Wife and I 


#1 


ſhould be preſent, butthemſelves and Z's friend - Upon. . 


this they parted, -and all threecame punQually at the 


time appointed. I carried them up into a Chamber which 


had a Cloſet in it, where I had placed one that wasdex- 
trous in Stenography , and drew the Table pretty near 
the Cloſet-door,that he might hear and write all that paſt. 
"When they were ſate, I made it my requeſt, that an inti- 
mate friend of mine who was in the Houſe might be per- 
mitted to come up and be an Auditor. This was Mr. B. 
whom I had habited like a-Gentleman. They faid if he 
were a friend of mine, and did defireit, they had nothing 
againſt it. Whereupon I brought him in , and ſet him a 
Chair at a-little diſtance from the Table. After a ſhort ſi- 
lence, Father 8. began and faid to Þ. I ſuppoſe this is 
your friend you ſpoke of at our laſt Meeting in this Houle, 


and promiſed to bring with you this day, L. anſwered, 


yes, it was; upon which they gave each other a friend- 
ly bow or ſalute. Then they firſt conſidered what ſhould 
be the main Queſtion or SubjeQ-matter of their Confe- 
rence, and anon it was reſolved-into this, Whether Feſws 
of Nazareth was the Meſſiah? The next thing they con- 
ſidered, was, Whether this Queſtion ſhould be argued 
Syllogiſtically , the one taking the part of an Opponent, 
the other of a Reſpondent ; or whether they ſhould alter- 
nately deliver their conceptions in a continued Diſcourſe 
without interrupting one another ? Z's friend defired.the 
later way, becauſe he was not acquainted, as he ſaid; 
with our way of arguing in the Schools. A Third thing 
they reſolved. upon , was this, that the Conference 
ſhould not laſt above Two hours, and that neirherx of 
them ſhould ſpeak above half an hour at 'once. "Having 
agreed thoſe three Preliminaries, Father $. began , and 
aiter he hada little ſtated the Queſtion, ſhewing whom 
he meant by 7eſ#s of Nzzareth, and whom he meant by 
the Meſſtah, he proceeded thus : Though 1 might urge 


many 
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many Arguments to prove what I affirm, That Feſns of 
Nazareth is the Meffiah foretold by the Prophets ; yet 
I ſhall infiit only upon one. And that is, the many Mi- 
racles that were wrought by himſelf, and by his Follow- 
ers inhis Name , which were ſufficient to convince the 
World that he came from God, and that he was that Pros 
phet whom our Fathers expeCted, and that God had pro- 
miſed.l fearing thatmy Scribe in the Cloſet could not well 
hear Father S. he ſpake fo low, (and indeed afterwards 
I underſtood I was not deceived) made bold to deſire him 
a little to lift up his voice, which he readily did ; and - 
withal followed iis Argument fo cloſely, and prelt it {6 
nervoully, that I conteſs I was greatly confirm'd thereby, 
and concluded L. and his wn urges become his Con» 
verts, and wondered with my ſelfwhat rejoynder could 
polſibly be meditated by either of them. | 
His Argument he thus form'd : He that teſtified of 
himſelf that he was the Meſpah, and confirmed his Teſti- 
mony by many infallibleMiracles, which were wrought by 
himſelf and by his Followers in his Name, he muſt needs 
be the Me/ſi-:b : But Feſns of Nzzareth teſtified thus of 
himſelf, and confirmed his Teſtimony by many infallible 
Miracles, which werewrought by himſelf and by his Fol- 
lowers in his Name ; Therefore 7eſns of Nazareth muſt 
needs be the M1254, The Propoſition, ſays he, I ſup- 
poſe-no rational Man will deny, whatever his perſwaſion 
be in Matters of Religion ; eſpecially if he underſtand by 
Miracles,as I do,ſach wondertul Works as are contrary to 
tie courie of Nature, and above and beyond the reach of 
any meer Creature, and as are the produd of an Al- 


mighty Power. It can't be imagined that God, who 1s 


the faithful and mercitul Governour of the Univerſe, 
would alter the courie of Nature, and ſet the Seal of his 
Omnipotency to a Lie, and ſuffer the greateſt induce- 
ment of belief to be made uſe of to draw the World into 
Error and Perdition. Two things | take for granted, nor 

cant. 


ue 


can they: be rationally gaim-faid. Firſt, That none but God 
and ſuch as are afliſted by him, - can work real Miracles. 
Satan and fuchas are acted and aided-by him, may work 
Wongers, ſuch as may breed admration m the beholders; 
but fo work Miracles properly and ftriQly fo called, is a- 
bove the power of Satan , or any created Being. This 
is the prerogative of him alone, whoſe Power 1s infinite 
and unlimited. Secondly , That God never did, norne- 
ver will communicate this Power to any-of working Mt 
racles to confirm a falſhood. To believe or affirm'any 
ſuch thing concerning God , doth border at leaſt upon 
blaſphemy. "Tis as if God ſhould lend the Devil his Seal 
to ſign his Deluſtons, | and fuffer it too to be done in- his 
Name , how then ſhould he govern the World m. Righ» 
teouſneſs ? and how deplorable and remedileſs were the 
condition of poor mortals , ſeeing: they have no way 
left them to undecetve themfelves, - but muſt run into 
rrecoverable ruin , and intitle God to their {ſedudi- 
on and perdition ? 31 

That Teſtimony then which hath the atteſtation of 
Miracles, is undoubtedly Divine. Hereby Moſes did 
prove his Miſſion from God. Pharaohand the Feyptians 
did not except againſt the Argument, only they 
thought , at leaſt tor a ſeafon, - his Works and Wonders 
not ſupernatural, and that their Sorcerers could -vie 
with him in works of Wonder, which we read in Exodrs; 
theyattempted by Inchantmentsand Diabolical afliſtance; 
till at lengrh' they acknowledged a Divine and ſuperna- 
tural Power to work with Moſes, and ingenuoufly con- 
feſt that it was the Finger of God. And had. Moſes af 
firmed himfelf to be the Meſſiah, and continued to work 


ſach Miracles to confirm it, the Iſrae/:tes and others had - 
been obliged to. believe it. They muſt have concluded, 


that n5man could do the Miractes that lie: did'; except 
God were with him, and wrought it and by him'; and 
that God would never work with a Deluder,and lend him 
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his Seal (as I ſaid tefore) to ſign his Deluſfions, and de- 
ceive the World in his Name. Moſes therefore never had 
that pretext, but told the People Pang of. a Meſſiah to 
come, of a Prophet that God would raife up. to them of 
their Brethren that ſhould be like-unto him , that ſhould 
come with Signs and Miracles as he had done, whom they 
ſhould hearken to and obey. "IA 

Accordingly when Feſus our Saviour was made of a 
Woman, and manifeſted in the Fleſh, the fulneſs of time 
teing come , the main Argument he uſed to bring the 
World to believe in him, was this of Signs and Miracles, 
Hence 'twas that he told his Followers, That the Works 
he wrought did bear witneſs of him : and whenthe Jews 
that were round about him, askt him how long he made 
them to doubt, and deſired him to tell them plainly if 
he were the Chriſt: he anſwered , That he had already 
told them, that the Works which he did in his Fathers 
Name , did teſtifie of him. Tea, faid he, zf' T do not 
the Works of my Father, believe me not : but if Tao, al- 
though you believe mot me , yet believe the Works, And 
again he ſays, Beleve that { am inthe Fulher, andthe 
Father in mr, or elſe beheve me for the very Works ſake. 
He tells them further, That f he had not done the 
Works amongſt them that none other Man did, or could 
do , they had not ſinned in not believing in him. This 
alſo we find to be the great Argament upon which ſo 
many believed ; when they ſaw the Miracles that he did, 
they ſaid, 7h is of a truth that Prophet that ſhould 
come intoibe WVor'd, They had been in doubt for a 
while whether John the Baptiſt was not the Chriſt ;. but 
anon they conſidered that John wrought no Miracle, but 
all things that John ſpake of 7eſus were true; and bee _ 
ſides he had done many Miracles, and therefore many 
believed in him. Thus much for the demonſtration of 
the Major Propoſition. 

Now l come to the Allumption or Minor Propoſition, 

which 


which is , That Jeſus of ' Nazareth teſtified of himſelf 
that he was the 'Meſiab, andconfirmed his Teſtimony. 
by many infallible'Miracles which were wrought by him- 
felf and by his Followers in his Name. That he teſti- 
fied thus of trimſelf is not denied. He told the Jews, 
Unleſs you believe that T am he you ſhall die an your {ins., 
This was the main part of that 'good Confeſſion which 
he witneiled before Pontius Pilate the Roman Gover- 
nour ; and it was the main Quarrel your Anceſtors had 
againſt him : for though they expected about this time 
the coming of the Meſſiah , and that for good reaſons, 
becauſe Danzel's Seventy Weeks were run out, and the 
 Scepter was departed from 7udah,and a Law-giver from 
between his Feet, and the like; yet they would not 
hear thar Jeſs of Nazareth ſhould be the Perſon.. Alas ! 
he had not the Port and Preſence of a Worldly Poten- 
tate, ſuch as they dreamt of : hen they ſaw him, there 
was no Form or Comelineſs for which they: ſhould deſire 
him: They hid their Faces from bim, and eſteemed him 
ot , as was fore-rold by Tſazah the Prophet. | 
That therefore which remains tobe proved, is , that 
he confirmed this his Teſtimony by many infallible Mi- 
racles, which were wrought by himſelf and by his Fol- 
lowers in his Name. Let me begin with the: Miracles 
which he wrought himſelf, of which there was a very 
great number , and that of divers kinds; and theſe were 
not done ina corner, but in the face of the world, be- 
fore multitudes, and that in the preſence of, if not upon 
the perſons of ſome of his greateſt enemies. His firit 
Miracle after his ſhewing himſelf to Trae}, was at a Mar- 
riage-feaft yn Cana of Ga/l:l:ze, where he turned Water ; 
. and a great quantity of it into Wine. After that he fed 
more than once a great multitude, even ſeveral thou- 
ſands, with a few Barley-loaves and ſmall Fiſhes, which 
were fo miraculouſly multiplied , that after they had ea- 
ten and were filled, his Followers gathered up more trag- 
B | - men:s 
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ments than there was.at:firſt/in wholemmeat. Hehealed - 


all:manner of [Diſeaſes »whether:the diſeaſed-were pre- 
ſent or abſent; : and'this he did, as/likewiſeihis other;Mi- 
racles , with a word ſpeaking. Some of' thofe wonder- 
ful Cures he did on the Sabbath-day, for which the!Pha- 
riſees ( his inveterate enemies ) did find fault with him z 
though they could not deny 'the matter of  fact.: 
He made:the Lame to walk, the Deaf to hear , ;the' 
Dumb to ſpeak, the Blind to ſee ; concerning which the 
chief Prieſts and Elders had not only the atteſtation of 
by-ſtanders, but the Confeſſion of the parties -them- 
ſelves, whom ' they curiouſly interrogated about - the 
thing done ,. and his manner of doing it. *He-cleanſed 
many Lepers, and caſtout many Devils, which his ene- 
mies beholding could not deny, but. blaſphemed,and ſaid, 
that he did it by Diabolical aid, and that he caſt out Ne- 
vils by-Bee/zebn6 the Prince.of Devils. Some who were 
dead he reſtored to life again, -particularly one that-was 
carrying to his Grave, and another that had Jain ſome- 
time in his Grave, even till his friends ſaid that. he ſtunk. 
And this hedid in the fight of many Jews , who there- 
upon believedin him, having ſeen the Miracle:that -he 
did-; yea, the chief Prieſts confulted about making away 
Lazarus , the perſon ſo miraculouſly raiſed. , | becauſe 
that by reaſon of him many of the Jews went away; 
and believed on Jeſus. ; 
The time- limited for my Diſcourſe would fail me, 
ſhould I but inſtance in the twentieth part of thoſe many 
uncontrouled Miracles which Jeſus wrought in the ſpace 


-of three years or thereabout. And when his hour was 


come in which he ſhould be cut off, | though ot for his 
ozn fins ( as the Prophet Daneet had fore-told ) and . 


ſhould #22ke reconcilipiion for iniquity, and bring 11 an 


everlaſting righteouſneſs ; even when he hung upon the 
Croſs , and was made fin and a curſe for us , then there 
was aquaking of the Earth, a rending of the Rocks ; yea, 
the 


| -US14.- 
the; Vailof the Temple was cent from:theitop tothe hot. 


eoftliree hours:the;Sum was darks 
nei without any Eclififeg-which was noted'as:a-prodigi- 


tended, had ſuch conſternationat the: things that hapned, 
that they feared greatly, and ſaid, Truly this was 1he 
Sor of God, But above all, his Riſing again from the- 
Dead-is'moſt remarkable ;: therein he: dechured himfelf to 
he the Sort of God withpower. Thus fell out onthe third 
day, as he himſelf had tore-told:: And if-this: one thing. 
becleared up, its inſtead of a:thouſand-Demenſtrations: 
Now the greateſt evidence that we can poſſibly.-have of a 
thing-of this nature , is- the teſtimony or: atteſtation of 
others. This then is atteſted:by a cloud-of- Witneſſes; 
they. were not a few, but many, to whom:heſhewed hims 
ſelf alive, and that many: times after his Paſſion, by mas” 
ny infallible proofs, 4ezng ſeen of :them forty days, . and 
ſpeaking of the things pertatning tothe Kingdom. of God, 
There are but two thingsthat can poflibly be: objected 
againſt their Teftimony. The firſt is, That: thoſe per- 
ſons , who were witnelles of his ReſurreQtion ( as they 
called themſelves) might poflibly be-deceived,, and that 
they ſaw a fantaſtical inſtead-of a'true Body. But: this 
couldnot be, for:they did notonly ſee, but feel and han- 
dechim ; yea, one.of them put his finger into the holes 
inhis'Hands and Feet, and his:/hand into his Side, - ſuch 
was his incredulity. They did not'only feel and handle 
him:, but they did alfo eat and drink with him after he 
Roſe from the Dead. ' If an Argument drawn from all 
thoſe ſenſes will not hold, how:then can we beſure that : 
we ourſelves, and all the perſons we converſe with, are 
not Phantaſmes and meer Apparitions ? And how could 
the Zews be ſure that it was Jeſus whom a” 
| B 2 an 


[ 20 ] 
- and ſecured inthe Sepulchre ? In the ſame way that they 
. were ſure of the one, his Followers were ſure'i of the o- 
ther. But if they were-not deceived ; yet, ſecondly,they 
might be deceivers, They might ſteal away the Body of 
Jeſus by night,and give it out tha the was riſen from the 
dead next morning. heir cas + ſhew the incredibility 
of ſucha thing. 1. It is not credible his Followers could 
doit. The chief Prieſts were aware that he had ſpoken 
before-hand of his Rifing the third day, and they fore- 
ſaw that if this happened, the laſt error (as they counted 
it ) would be worle than theefirſt, Therefore they. ob- 
tained leave of Pzlate to make all ſure, and ſome of 
them went themſelves to ſee it done, and then they 
placed a ſtrong and diligent Watch to keep the Sepulchre. 
But here it may be objeted, that the Watchmen fell 
aſleep, and then his Diſciples came and ſtole him away. 
This indeed you Jews believe to this day, and we know 
your Anceſtors hired the Watchmen to ſpread abroad this 
report. But then, Why were not they puniſhed for their 
careleſneſs and oſcitancy ? And if they were aſleep, 
How could they tell whatthe Diſciples did ? And if they 
were awake, Why did they not oppoſe them that did it ? 
The Keepers for all their hire did make another relation 
of what happened ; How an Angel deſcended with great 
ſplendor , whoſe countenance was like lightning , #and 
roll'd away the ſtone at the mouth of the Sepulchre, 
which did ſo terrifie them , as that they became as dead 
men. ls it credible that the Diſciples, if they ſtole. a- 
way the Body of their Maſter , would ſtay to ſtrip him, - 
and lay the Linnen-cloths ſo deſcently by themſelves ? 
Would they not rather have carried him away in his 
Winding-ſheet, eſpecially when he was wound up in 
Linnen with a mixture of Myrrh and Aloes, which hath 
a clammy and glutinous property ? Would they not have 
en afraid leſtany of the Keepers ſhould awake, bur ſtay 
and do. ſo needleſs and d:fhicult a work ? But then, Se- 
___ condly, 
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My rondly , as'they could'notdo this if. they would, fo 'tis 
not credible that they would havedone this if they could. 
Their Writings , their Converfations, ſhew thentto be 
perſons of great'integrity and holinefs : whereas if they 
had done this thing, - and impoſed upon the World in 
this kind , they would have been a company, not only 

of very wicked perſons, but of incarnate Devils. _Ma- 
homet's villany would *not' have compar'd with it. 
What to bely God in ftich a manner,and to cry up Faith 
in Jeſus as riſen again from the dead, when he is ſtill 
under the power of Death , and no otherwiſe riſen than 
as they ſtole him out of the Grave ! This would have 
been helliſh unparallel'd wickedneſs, and to be .ab- 
horr'd by all men of common honeſty. But to put this 
out of queſtion ; there were: other witneſſes of his Re- 
ſurrection beſides his immediate Diſciples. He was ſeen 
in Ga/ilz of aboye 550 perſons at once ;,many of whom 
lived a long while after to witneſs what they had feer': 

And had his Diſciples and others conſpired together fo 
fouly to bely God and their own Conſciences, we may 
imagine it muſt have been for ſome adyantage to them- 
ſelves; but contrarywiſe, they knew that .to profeſs 
Chriſt and the Chiriftian Religion', was to bring upon 
themſelves and theirs the greateſt” OZ:um and Perſecu- 
t109. - | 

Yea God himſelf would have abhorr'd ſuch Miſcreants; 

but on the contrary we find they are approved of God, 

_ and that by many miraculous ſigns and wonders which 
he did by them, and by that abundant meaſure of his 
Spirit which he poured out in'extraordinary gifts and 
graces .upon them. And this would have led me to. the 
laſt term in my Aſſumption, that Feſus his teſtimony of 
himſelf- was confirm'd not only by his ovvn Miracles , 
but alſo by- the Miracles that his Followers did in his 

Name. For the truth is, they did as great Miracles in 
the Name of Jeſus, as ever hedid in his oyvn perſcn. 

0 They 
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They cured all manner of, infirmities, and+that not-leis 
ſurely. by, the application of, Medicines. but ſuddenly 
and miraculoully by. a-vvord ſpeaking. _ The; very; ſha» 
dovy-of Peter, ohe of his Diſciples, heald. the fick. as 
they lay in their Bedsor Couches in the Streets. A-certain 
man aged 4o_years and .upwardi,; that- had been lame 
from his mothers. womb , ,, was carried and laid daily at 
the Gate, of the 'Temple., which was, call'd Beautzful, to 
ask alms of them that entred.into the Temple. To-him 
this Peter ſaid , SiHver aud Gold T have none, but ſuch 
as I have Igrive thee « In ihe Name of Jeſus Chriſt, of Na+ 
zareth., riſe up and walk 5 And he took him. by the 
right hand, and lift him up, and\immediately hy feet 
aud ancles received-ſlrength, and he entered into the 
Temple , walkirg and leaping, and praiſing God. This 
was manifeſt to all them that dwelt in Jeruſalem, and 
acknowledged to be a notable Miracle by.the- Rulers of 
the People, and the Elders of. I1ſ-ae/.  One;Dorcas: that 
was dead, he reſtored to life with .a words ſpeaking, 
which was known to all the inhabitants. of Zoppa, which 
occaſion'd the converſion. of that Town to the Chriſtian 
Religion. I might. inſtance in the Miracles that were 
wrought by other Diſciples and Followers of 7eſus. Let 
me conclude with.a word or two concerning Pans, vvho 
was once mad againſt the Chriſtians, and did zealouſly 
perſecute them in every.City. He was miraculouſly. con- 
verted by Jeſus Chriſt's appearing to him-in the way as 
he went about this work to. Damaſcus ;--a great light 
ſhone round about him , which his Companions ſaw as 
well as himfelf , and a voice ſpake to him ſaying, Sau/, 
Sul, why perſecuteſt thou me ? It is hard for thee to 
kick againſ? the pricks. He was ſtruck blind for many 
days: But anon the eyes of his body and mind both be- 
ing en!ightened, he preacheth that Faith which before 
he perſecuted ; and wiaich 1s toour purpoſe , many lig- 
nal and ſpecial Miracles were done by his hands ; ſo that : 
rom 
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-frem/his Body were® brougt os the Sizk; :Handkerchiefs, 
-or Aprons,-and' the Diſeaſes Jeparted:fromthem, and 
«the evil Spirits went.iout -of them. 'ButTiforbear:any 
further naming-of 'theſe-particulars ; -and! baving thus 
clearly and fully prov'd* the Premiſes , [1 hope;you ;wyll 
yield the'Concluſion, which is, That Feſws op Nazareth 
#s the Meſſiah. | "0022811 1017 24> wonled 
After a ſhort pauſe, 'Z's friend, 'the :'Rabb7 , broke 
lence, and ſpake as followeth : $57, Idefire yowwould 
have the like patience in hearing my Anſwer, as Lhaye 
'had in hearing your A The Queſtion | before 
-us is of greateſt Conſideration , - both with us Jews, 
'and you Chriſtians ; and-you'may' imagine that! before 
now , I have debated it both' with myTſelf-and others. 
1remember ſome years ago in Portagal 1 was. aflaulred 
with this very Argtment, of proving Jeſus of Nazareth 
to be the Meſſiah, by his working of Miracles; and-fiod- 
ing that it was much urged by*the-Chriftzans, '1:Spent 
ſome time in ſtudying that point , - andformid'an:Antwhr 
tothis Argument in writing, and that Writing.I brought 
with me ; which I the rather did , becauſe my friend 
told me, this was the Subje&to be argued ,''and I did 
ſuppoſe you a happily attempt the proving of::it 
by this very medzum: And becaufeFhave a bad/memory, . 
and ſpeak no good Engl:/b , - Ital beg/ leave to make 
uſe of my Papers. So having putPd a little 'Manuſeript 
out of his Pocket, and turn'd over a few leaves , ohe 
made a fold at the place he fought-, -and laid-it by/hiamn 
a while , and thus proceeded; As to: that, 'Nr, . which 
you call'd your Propoſition , I ſhall 6ffer nothing in.con- 
tradiction to. it , . it ſeems tobe founded on the greateſt 
reaſon ; ; nor will any'of ours-gain-ſayithoſe two poſiti- 
ons you mention'd. 1/? ,- That-God only! can:work real 
Miracles. 24/y, That hewill not; as remember: vou 
well expreſt it , ſet his Seatto a lie.  Fehovah is a God 
of Truth and Righteouſneſs. \ ' 4 OT 
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But, Sir', as'to that which, youcalled your Aſſumpti- 


' on, it doth-not in our opinion carry the like evidence and. 
demonſtrationwith it. - For to be,plain with:you, it doth 
not appear to us, That though Feſns of Nazareth did 
teſtifie he was the Meſſiah, he confirmed that Teſtimo- 
ny by ſuch infallible Miracles ,* either of his own or his 
Followers ; nor hath any thing been urged by you for 
the manifeſting thereof, but: what,you have found in 
your own Books, which you-cannot but know arequeſti- 
oned by usas to their Authority and Verity. And ſure; 
had our Fathers, and the Chief Prieſts of our Nation, 
ſeen any fuch Miracles done by Zeſus of Nazareth, as 
your Records do mention, they were men of that Religi. 
on and Learning, that they would not have ſo evilly in- 
treated him, but would have paid him more reſpe& and 
veneration. We believe therefore, as our Anceſtors have 
believed before us , that they were ſome of them Forge- 
ries and feigned Miracles, and that others of them (par- 
don the word) were Diabolical Achievements. And we 
are the more confirmed in this belief, becauſe your lat- 
tzrRecords and Chronicles do tell us of multitudes of Mi. 
.racles, which were wroughtas they ſay by:men and wo- 
men of your Religion, Which ſeem to us to be very fa- 
bulous, yea, ridiculous., Yet theſe are received amongſt 
.you likewiſe as certain god infallible, and have the ap- 
probation of your Church, and of the High Prieſt whom 
you call the Pope, , and the Sanhedrim of Cardinals. 
And ſome of theſe do vye with the Miracles of Fes 
and his Diſciples , and ſeem to be much of the ſame ſort 
.or kind. Let me name a few of many, and they are 
ſach as I have taken out of great Authors, and licens'd 
or allow'd Records. ' And pardon me if I don't cite the 
Author and: Places whete they are chronicled; if you 
deſire it I can-produce.my vouchers for every ſtory, and 
thoſe ſuch as are authentick. Then taking up his little 
book , andputting on a pair of SpeCtac:es, he read as 

followeth : 
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follovveth : Your -vvords-faid he, do firſt make men> 
tion'of Jeſus his miraculous Conception ; before they 
ſpeak of his and- his Follovvers miraculous: Actions. 
This I have heard urged by others, though it was 0- 
mitted by you , How he was conceived of the Holy 
Spirit, and then born of a Virgin without the know» 
ledge of:man. A like Miracle is recorded in one of your 
Church-hiſtories pabliſht not Jong ſince with atlow- 
ance ; how. St. Kentigerne's Mother begg'd of Jeſus, 
that ſhe might imitate his Vifgin Mother in the Con- 
ception and Birth of a Child : accordingly” within a 
little time ſhe finds her ſelf withechild , but often pro- 
teſts ſhe never knew*'any-man, But by the Law of 
that Country where ſhe lived, ſhe muſt be'caſt head- 
long from the top of a high Mountain. She weeps 
and prays, but the Executioner does his work, down 
ſhe Falls » bur is fo far from. being killd or daſhe in 
- pieces , that. the has no bruiſe or hurt. Then ſhe is 
carried on ſhip-board many miles into the Sea , and 
there turned out into a ſmall Boat of . Leather, deſti=. 
tute of all humane help; yet with great ſpeed and ſafe- 
ty ſhe arriveth at a far diſtant Port ; and landing, 
r is/delivered of that admirable Saint, and miracu- 
louſly conceived Son, St. Kentigerne. 

As to miraculous adtions.,' the fore-mentioned Book 
| and others of equal or greater authority , will afford 
plenty that do not only compare with, Lut exceed the 
Miracles of Feſas and his Diſciples. _ As for inſtance; 
your Records ſpeak of Feſws his faſting Forty days, 
and I can ſhew you where tis recorded of St.'Patrick, 
that he faſted a whole Lent (which 1 think with you is 
Forty days) without any humane ſuſtenance, where 
one St. Ardan js ſaid to fait full Fifty days, and to 
grow fatter upon it. : ' - 

And whereas it is ſaid , That 7eſws fed Five thou- 
fand perſons with five Loaves and two ſmall Fiſhes, St. 
Tt 57 C Patrick 
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Patrick is ſaid to_have fed Fourteen thouſand with 
one Cow, two Stags, and two Wild-Boars;; and it wag 


talkt how next day the Cow was alive again, 


And as for Jeſus his turning Water into Wine, it is 
not ſo much as is commonly affirmed of your Prieſts, 
how by repeating four or five words, they can turn 
Wine into Blood ,- and Bread into Fleſh, and that the 
Fleſh and Blood of Jeſus himſelf; though you affirm 
he is aſcended into Heaven, and ſhall there remain till 
his ſecond. Coming, Ant it is recorded of one Odoan 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, that when ſome of his Cler- 
gy did doubt of ſuch Tranſmutation or Tranſubſtantt- 
ation, that he prayed with tears while he was at Maſs, 
that God would convince them by a Sign ; and the 
Body of 7eſz5 which he held in his hands (that is the 
Bread) began to pour forth Blood into the Chalice ; 
which they perceiving, deſired the Prelate topray 
that the Blood might be changed again, leſt vengeance 
ſhould fall upon them for their incredulity ;. he doth 
ſo, and it became Wine. : we 
- Again , whereas your Records ſpeak how 7eſws and 
his Diſciples did heal all manner of Diſeaſes, whether 
the Diſeaſed were preſent or abſent , and that with 2 
word ſpeaking : the like is alſo recordedof fome of 
his more modern Followers. Take tor inſtance St. Da- 
vzid, a great light of the Church,, as he is called: 
He invited St. K;ned tocome to his Synod ;:St. Kimed 
excuicd himſeif, becauſe he was lame and crooked, 
unkit for ſuch holy company , and unable for ſq great 
a journey : Whereupon St. David prays him ſtrait and 
ſound. But the other ſtill delayed tus coming ; upon 
which St. David unprays his former prayer ,” and he 
becomes lame and crooked again. St: Bernard had 

reat ſucceſs , as appears in your Hiſtories this way , 
tor he cured one in paz# of a fore Diſeaſe whilſt he 
was in France; he curcd oneof a Droplie, by putting 
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his own Girdle abaot him; another of 'the Head-ach, 
by ſending him his Cap ' wear ; arfother that lay' a 
Dying:; hereftored by ſending himhis Coat ;- with a 
many. more of the like kinJy 513 IPC 
As ſor caſting-out of Devils, nothing is more or- 
dinary than-for your Prieſts to' do' that feat by their 
Exorciſms 3 your Holy Water with the ſign 6f- the 
Crols, is ſaid to be frequently ſucceſsful in this work. 
And | find in one of your Hiſtories, how a Woman 
was diſpoſleſt of Seven Devilsat Lauretta, by callin 
on the Virgin Mary for help : and when four were c 
out, the other three called Heroth , Horr1bils, and 
Aro, ' with much difficulty were removed ; © one 
cries out, Mary, Mary, thou art too cruel againſt * 
#5 ; another howled lamentably ,' and faid , Mary, 
thou art oo powerful wm this place, where thou doft 
force us out of our poſſeſſion againſt our will. And the 
Prieſt, who by Mary's aid did- this Miracle, made 
him tell what place that was: who anſwered , it 
was the Virgins Bed-chamber, wherein after the Angel 
Gabree's Meſſage, the conceived God ; which was, 
2s other Hiſtories ſpeak , -brought thirherby a Miracle. 
Nay, ſome of- your great Saints have contended with 
the Devil and worſted him ; as St. Dunſtan , who 
catchd him by the Noſe: with a pair of hot Tongs, 
and plucked him fo hard, that the Devil was glad to 
ſhift from him by breaking down a Wall , crying our, 
it did fo ſmaft , once and again , Oh what hath this 
Bald-pate done | 7 
As for raiſing the Dead, this alſo hath been fre- 
quently practiſed. St. Francis makes one die that an- 
ſwered his Diſciples roughly when they would have 
borrowed his Cart, _ and afterwards raiſed him up a- 
' gain,and reſtored him to life. A Man and his Son going 
a Pilgrimage to St. James at Compoſtela , light Uport 
- a wicked Hoſt, that firft makes them dfunk, and then 
| C 2 | puts 
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puts two Silver Cups'into their. Wallets ;- they* are 
purſued,afid being taken and tried,the Son was'hang'd,: 
the Father goes on his Pilgrimage ,* | and returheth 
Thirty fix days after to the Body of his Son ſtill hang-_ 
ing ; he maketh grievous lamentations, till by end. 
by 'the hanged Son-began to comfort hin,” faying ,' 
Moſt dear: Father, weep not, but -rejoyce, forl 
was never better in all my life ; St. James ſupperts 
and comforts me with heavenly ſweetneſs : The Fa- 
ther over-joyed, makes known the buſineſs, the peo- 
ple.flock together, the man 1s taken down, and the 
Hoſt hanged up in his rooms ED OO age 1 

I could ſhew you where St. David is faid to have 
*raiſed a Boy from the dead , who afterwards waited 
upon him, St. Patrice to have raiſed' one from the 
dead that was almoſt devour'd by Hogs. ' And-St; *H1- 
ban being to be Martyr d, people thronged to ſee his. 
Martyrdom , and crouding very hard by a deep Ri- 
ver, many fell in and were drown'd : The Saint per- 
celving it, prays that all might ſee his paſſion ; and 
to that purpoſe the Waters may be dried 'up : It 
was done accordingly ,. and thoſe that were drown'd 
before, are now found fate at the bottom of the 
River. E5 

Again, whereas it 1s recorded, that Feſus raiſed him- 
ſelf trom the dead: Ican turn you to Records.in great 
credit with you , where ſome of your eminent Saints 
are reported to have done things little inferiour there- 
unto. St. Denny the Patron of France, when his head 
was cut off, carried that head of his two Miles. in his 
hands. St, Winifred vowing Virginity., was wooed 
by a Kings Son: To make her eſcape, ſhe pretends to 
dreſs her ( for he found her much unready ) and tore- 
turn again ; but out ofa back door ſhe goes, and makes 
towards the Church : on the ſide of a Hill the is over- 
taken by her Suitor, whoſe love wasturn'd into rage ; 
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524 ſhe contiiwing ia herobſtinzcy;tieenroFhee ed} 
and there roſe'upa Well; whict fill bears Her name's - 
'The head tumbles downingp-the Church-amongtt ris + 
People, St. Benno takes'it up, ſeeks the' mbrtherer, 
andfinds.-him wiping his bloody Sword upon thegrafs; 
he pronounceth his Curſe againſt 'him'/'Wwhereupont 
he falls down dead: St. © Bei;no offen kidding the Head, 
- oyns it to the Body, covers.it with his Mantle,and goes 
to the Altar-to ſay Maſs ; that done; to the Body he 
returnsand begins a Sermon, -and prays for the Virgin, 
whitereta the People fay- amen i Preſently: yy or wy 
rifeth up, asif it were from ſleep.,' wipes: het*face 
from duſt and: ſweat', 'and goes to the Church 'to 
give thanks: !Only where the ſection: was made , 
there--was'-a: circle like a white Thred all her life: 
are a noble Exglib Mani, to avoid marrying 
® noble and beautiful Virgin, runs-away to'France ; 
there-a Lady falls-in love with him'z- to eſcape her,he 
leaves the Monaſtery he was in 5 this turns her kind- 
neſs into fury ; ſhe ſends two Murtherers , who cut 
off his Head: ; * hayifethsſtreight, -and'with his hands 
takes up his Head, carries it-unto a Fountain; into 
-which he caſt it ;| thence he takes it again, and carries 
it unto the Oratory of his Cell, 'and thence went for- 
ward to a little Village near; the River Eptia'; where 
for ought appears: herended his/proceſſion.- My allot- 
ted time will.nor ſuffer me to'proceeg}, though | have 
colleed [ſome ſcores of theſe Miracles ;- and indeed 
there is great plenty of them tobe had. © In one thing, 
to.conclude, the Miracles of theſe Modern Saints, ex- b 
_ ceed the Miracles of : Zeſws'or his immediate Followers; — 
for-they-art>recorded to have delivered -Souls* 6ut of 
Hell-torments , which F-ſus hiriſelf did. never pre 
tend. to do-' GYegory the Great {( one of your Chief 
| Prieſts) wept ſo long for Trajan' the- Emperour,, that ' 
he obtained - deliverance of his Soul from Helk,-al- 
| though 
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though we read-he was charged to'ask no-more To 
great a-favour for any, at leaſt, that-died unbapti- 
zed. So-St. Dunſtan delivgged King Fawrirs Soul from 
infernal torments ; -and when the Devils quarrell'd- 
with him about it, he ſtopped their mouths by ask- 
ing them what reaſorr:they had. toi find fault with it, 
if Chriſt: and he thought good to pardon him 2? St. 
Nicholas alſo delivered his own Brothers Soul from 
Hell ; though it cot him -Fifteen days and nights 
praying and weeping, as St. Artonine reports. Now 
J:r, I think.I am even with you in point of Miracles, 
and maſt tell you , that we Fews-- ( however we are 
charged with: Infidelity ) are not ſuch: Infidels , or I» 
deots rather ,. to believe a reallity in any of theſe 
Stories. Surely the Almighty Power would not trifle 
thus with mortals.. Theſe are.therefore either arfane 
Forgertes ,: or elſe. devilliſh Atchievements ; and we' 
cannot but think the ſame of the Miracles of Chriſt and 
his Diſciples, becauſe the one are recorded and re- 
ceived by you as well s the other: And therefore they 
areno proof that the Teſtimony of ſas was Divine, 
or thathe is the Meſrah. 


j— Father &. fate all this while (as Ecould: erceive )' 


very uncaſily;and when the Rab#r hadended,he never 
looked up,nor made one word of reply; but his counte» 
nanceas well ay his ſilence , did argue him full of con« 
fuſion and diſturbance in his mind. I looked upon Mr. 
B. and ſhook my-head, I fear'd occaſion might be given 
theſe Jews to triumph if the Conference ended thus; 
and that they would be hardened themſelves, and 
would alſo harden. others in their unbelief and pre- 
judice againſt the Chriſtian Faith ;. wherefore I hoped 
that Mr. B. would take up the Argument, and cone 
fute the 72.2467's cavils : Nor was I difappointed ; for 
anon lic roſe up, and drew nearer the Table, and 
laid, 6:75, you have greatly obliged me , in permit- | 
ting 
0 « 
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me to- BE preſent hitherto: in/the] capacity, of - 
| x. hrns and ws wilt further 'vblige mez1//if you will 
ermit me (now there has been-fo long; a-ſilence) to —- 

- mterpoſe a little as a Speaker. As my Diſcourſe i5aot 4 
_ premeditated , -ſo-it ſhall not be prolix. -: The-Argu- —  # 
ment this worthy Perſon hath -urged. to. prove. that F 
Jeſus (our Lord and Saviour) -15 the Chriſt, 1 of | 
greater weight than to be ſo eaſily blown away : As 
you have already granted his Major, ſol queſtion not 
\ but you will alſogrant his Minor: Propoſition ,. when 

I ſhall make it manifeſt, that there is a vaſt difference 

or diſproportion betwixt the pretended; Miracles. that 
you have gleaned out of ſome latter Writings,” and 
the real Miracles that were done by. Jeſus our Lord , 
and his immeditate Folfowers , as. they are recorded 

in the Scripture; As for-the former, falſhood and 
forgery is ingraven Upon them in Capital Letters. - | 

- This will appear,'f you- conſider how the report of 
theſe Miracles comes not forth'' till many years after 
they are done ; - or there is no mention of a.compe- 
tent number of credible perfons that were witneſſes of 
the doing of thera. * Beſides ; the greateſt mumber of 
Chriſtians either never heafd ot never:approved- of a- 
ny ſuch Miracles;yea, theres nothing they have more —/ 
difowned both by-word and writing,thantheLegends of 
fuch fabulous Wotiders ; 'they- have alwaysaccounted 
them As'a fubtile device of Saran; the old Sexpent, -$0 
 diſparage the Chriſtian Religion , and the: wacked po- 
= of a certain Se amongſt them to:uphold an. Ans 
tichriftian fation. Let'it not {tumble/routhatl fpeak 
of 'Sets and FaRions'amongſt us Chriſtians; they 
are found th all Relipions'; they aro withiyau Fete, 
and they were df old with your Fathers, - who wgre 
divided and crumbled rato Sets and Parties ,- fuch as 2 
the Phariſees , Sudttaces, Eſſenes, Herodians , and © - I 
the hike.” - With us Chriſtians there 15 -a great _—_ or b 
: Faction 
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FaQion of thoſe who are commonly gallal Pap;/i, or 
Romon-Catholicks , who. have made- the. greateſt 
Schiſm or-Rent that ever was im the Chriſtian Charch , 
who anathematize and curie all thoſe that are: not of - 
their FaQtion or Communion ; and although they are 
numerous , and: pretend to' be the Catholick Church, 
and do fill Sam :and Fortaga/, and ſome ather. 
Countreys.,with which 4t may be you have been molt 
converſant; yet they are but few.comparatively, that 
is in compariſon of other Chriſtians that are in the 
Weſtern and Faſtern parts of the World , -as the Pro- 
teſtants of ſeveral Kingdoms and Commonwealths ; 
the Moſcowites, tho Greeks, the Abaſſines , the Ar- 
mentans, the Coptzies, the Circaſſmns, the Mengreſſians, 
the Georgins, and the like. - Tis then with this Po- 
- Piſh Se only that theſe fiftious Miracles are found ; 
the generality of Chriſtians -do 'openly declare +that 
Miracles are long ſince ceateds nor was there any need 
of their continuance in the Church , the Chriſtian 
Faith being already not only ſufficient , but abundant- 
ly confirmed by the Miracles, the infallible Miracles 
of our Saviour , andthe Primitive Chriſtians, . who 
ſhewed their Patent or Commiſſion under this Broad- 
Seal of Heaven , to the conviction and utter ſilencing 
of their moſt obſtinate enemies, both Jews and Ger- 
tiles. You know that Moſes confirmed the Law, and 
the Ordinances thereof , by Miracles; firſt wrought 
in Fevpt., andafterwards on Mount Sings, and in the 
Wilderneſs ; but when your Fathers were convinced 
of Moſes his Authority , and were once ſetled in the 
Land of Canaan, then thoſe Miracles ceaſed. So the. 
Goſpel : and the Ordinances thereof were a firſt con- 
firmed by the uncontrouled Miracles of our Savioyr 
and the Primitive Chriſtians ( as indeed it was meet 
that thoſe who pretended a new Revelation from God, 
ſhould confirmit with a Divine atteſtation ) but es 
| ah _ 
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the Chriſtian Religion'is now diffufed both far 4fid 


{+ near » for the ſame reafon all' Miracles are. at an'end. 


” As Men water Orchards at the firſt planting of them ; 
but when the Trees are well rooted, they do ſo no 
more. But amongſt the Schiſmatical Papiſts, Miracles 
are ſtill pretended , who care not what wrong they 
do tothe Chriſtian Religion , or the common cauſe of 
Chriſtianity , ſo they encreaſe their own party. By 
means hereof, they delude tte more ignorant and 
credulous ſort of People , of whoſe Souls their Prieſts 
make great Merchandize. In King Hem the Eighths 
time, by the diligence of the Lord Gromwel/, one 
of the chief Minifters of State, any of the abominable 
Cheats and Forgertes of the Papiſts in this kind were 
made. manifeſt throughout this Nation , which was 


one great cauſe of the Reformation that followed. — 


And it is no ſlight evidence of the Verity and Divine 
Authority of the Scriptures of the New Teſtament , 
that this was fore-told therein ſome hundreds of years 
before it came to paſs; for ſo it is there recorded, 
that there ſhould be a great DefeCtion or Apoſtaſie in 
the Chriſtian Church, which alſo ſhou!d be headed 
by the Biſhop of Rome; and though he be not named, 
yet any one with half an eye may perceive he is 
intended; never did Glove better fit a hand, nor Shooe 
a foot, than the Character the Scripture gives of the 
Head of that Apoſtaſiedoth agree to the Romzſh Pope: 
And concerning him it ſays exprefly , thafhis comin 
ſhould be after the working of Satan with power Ks. 
figns,and lying wonders : In the Greek it is Tie: Hivds;, 
with wonders of a he, an uſual Hebraiſm, as you 
underſtand, to note the notorious falſhood of his 
wonders. And in'another place it ſpeaks of a Beaſt 
(meaning the ſame perſon ) whom the world ſhould 
wonder after, and worſhip too, and that for this Re: 
D ſon, 
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ſon , Becauſe he doth .great wonders in the ſight of 
men. . This may ſuffice Fir theſe lying Wonders, with 
their impudent Authors. 

Bat as for the Miracles of ' our Saviour, and his im- 
mediate Followers, they are of another nature, and 
wear upon themſelves marks of infallibility ; they 
are recorded in the age and places when and where 
they were wrought ; they were done (as this worthy 
perſon well obſerved } not in a corner, but in the 
face of the world, before multitudes of witnelles , 
and thoſe perſons of known credit and integrity. In- 
ſomuch, that your Anceſtors the Jews , that liv'd in 
thoſe days, and enquired diligently into theſe things, 
did never once deny the matter of fa&t , that ſuch 
Miracles were indeed done ; but they faid they were 
done by. Diabolical aſſiſtance ? And others of them 
have ſaid, that Zeſws had found out the right pronoun- 
ciation of that ineffable Name, the Nomen Tetra» 
grammatou, and that it was ſewed in his Thigh , and 
that by the power thereof he did all his Miracles. 
How ridiculous are ſuch evaſions : It ſeems evident 
enough, that many of the Phariſees. and Rabbzes 
_ themſelves in thoſe days lay under this conviction , 
That Jeſus came from God, and was the Chriſt, and 
profeſt too their Faith in_ him, though the moſt of 
them did it ſecretly for fear of the 7ews , -who had 
agreed , that if any did confeſs that he was Chriſt ; 
they ſhould be put out of the Synagogue.. Foſephus , 
a Man of Learning, who lived .near thoſe times, and 
who.was a Jew by Nation and Religion , in the 18 
Book of his Antiquities , doth publiſh this pallage to 
the World , That in the time of Tiberias Cxfar, there. - 
was one Jeſus, a wiſe man (f ſays he, it be lawful 
to call kim a man) for he was the performer of drvers 
miraculous works, and the inſtrutfor of thoſe who 
| willingly 
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willingly entertained the truth. This was Chriſt , 
who being accuſed by the Princes' of our Nation before 
Pilate ; and after wards condemmed io the Croſs ,; yet 
did not tris followers forbear to love him for the igno« 
miny of his Death; for he appeared unto them the 
third day after, as the. Divine Prophet had before 
teſtified of the ſame,and divers other wonderful things 
of hin, | x 

F Let-me defire you to uſe your Reaſon ? Do but 
think with your ſelf, if the Miracles I am ſpeaking 
of, had been forged or feigned, how eafie a matter 
had it been for the Jews , that lived in thoſe times, 
to have.diſcovered and diſproved the fraud and fal- 
ſhood thereof ? Put the caſe there ſhould at this in- 
ſtant go abroad , a report of one in London , that did 
great Miracles, and that very frequently, that cured 
the blind, the lame , the deaf, the dumb, the dif 
eaſed of all forts that came or were brought to him, 
with a word ſpeaking ; that he caſt out Devils, and 
raiſed the Dead ; and that his Followers did the like, 
and that frequently in all parts of the Land ; and 
that theſe things were done:in the preſence of rhou- 
ſands, of throngs'and multitudes of people, Ib pray 
you judge it xt were” not the. eaſieſt matter in the 
World to diſprove this, if it were falſe and. feigned , 
and whether it were poſlible that whole Cities and 
Countreys ſhould believe it, and ſeal their belief 
thereof with their blood ; nay, conſider whether the 
ealineſs and certainty of diſproving this report, were' 
not hke to bring them all under the preatelt ſcorn and 
contempt imaginable, that ſhould publiſh ir, You ſee 
the caſe is parallel, and I need not ſtay to apply it. 
'Tis ſtrange to obſerve,. that the Jews of thoſe times, 
whoſe hearts were. ready ' to. burft- with envy and 
malice at the ſucceſs of the Goſpel , never puul.ckly- 
D 2 objeted 
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objeted the forging or feigning of thoſe Miracles by 
which it was confirmed. Yea , 'tis farther-obſerva- 
ble , that the Heathens themſelves, and the' great 
ones amongſt them too , did openly -affent to the re- 
ality chaveor We find it in true Records, how 77- 
beriucs himſelf upon a Letter from Pate concerning 
Jeſus , of the Miracles he wivught , and of the man- 
ner of his Death and Reſurrection, did move inthe 
Senate of Rome , that he might be 2dmitted amongſt 
their gods, and though they refuſea the motion , be- 
cauſe, as ſomeſay , it was not firſt moved by them- 


ſelves; or as others ſay , becauſe if they received him, 


they muſt renounce their other gods ; yet the Empe- 
rour perſiſted in 'his opinion of Jeſs ,. and gave the 
Chrittians great liberty all his days. 
Yea, the Turks acknowledg Jeſus our Saviour to be 
ſent of God , and that he confirmed his Miſſion by Mi- 
racles, and upbraid the Jews for not believing God by 
his Prophet Fe ſus; and Mahomet threatneth judgment 
againſt them tor it in his A/choran , ſaying, that Fe- 


' fus Chriſt was the Word and Power of God, fent to - 
convince the World by Miracles ; That he was born 


of a Virgin , conceived without an earthly Father by 


Divine injpiration ; that he cured all manner. of Dif- 


eaſes, and raiſed the dead to life again ; That he was 
. taken at length into Heaven, and ſhall come again : 
Thus much of our Faith 1s confeft by thoſe Infidels. I 
could go forward , bat that I ſee the time is well-nigh 
expired that you allowed for this Conference , and 
therefore I ſhall not be guilty of a farther abſurdity ; 


but I beg your pardon for that 1 have already commit- 


ted by an unrcquetted interpoſing.in your, ſerious De- 
bate. And fora cioſe, I muſt tell you , $7r, that you 
muſt yield the Concluſion in this Gentlemans Argu- 
ment , or clle deny. his Azor Propoſition , which 

| | yet 
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yet you ſay is founded upon the igreateſt reaſon; or 


elſe you muſt fly to the evaſion of your Fathers, 


which! is, That Zeſ#5 our Lord did:irideed work Mi- : 


racles., but it was by the power of the Devil. And 
to ſay this , pardon the expreſſion , is no leſs than 
Blaſphemy : lt is-in effe@, tofay , That the Devil is 
God; and to aſcribe rhe Attributes and Prerogative 
. of God unto him. For if Satan can do ſuch Miracles 
without controul , to perſwade poor Mortals to an 
entertainment- of error, and to delude the World, 
who have no ſufficient means (as was faid before) to 
diſcover. the Deluſion , then it plainly follows that 
he.is a God in Power, - and the Almighty Governour 
of the World ; or at leaſt, that God hath -ſo little 
Mercy or Juſtice, or 'Care of Mankind , as to give 
them to the power of the Devil to be remedileſly de- 
lauded by him : And he that will believe this rather 
" than. the Chriſtian Faith , deſerves to- periſh in his 
Blaſphemy and Infidelity. I have done when Thave 
made this one. requeſt to you , That you will pleaſe 
to favour me with ſuch another Meeting , and I ſhall 
hope by the aſſiſtance of that Spirit which proceeds 
from the Father and the Son , which three -are one 
God , the ſame.in Subſtance, equal in Power and Glo- 
ry-; I ſay by his aſſiſtance, and by other Arguments, 
and by thole taken from the Writings of Moſes and 
the Prophets, and ſome of your own Ra#inical Au- 
thors, clearly and conv incingly to demonſtrate, That 
Feſus is the Meſſiah ; yea, the only begotten Son of 
. God, and the Saviour of the World. 

L. the Few was much affeted ( as I did perceive) 
with Mr. Z's cloſe and warm Diſcourſe ( and indeed 
what with the matter , and his manner of delivering 
it, I think we were all afeted more or leſs; ) he 
turns to his friend , and deſires him by all means to 
. accept 
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accept of this Gentlemans motion , and appoint ano- 
ther Meeting.” : 

The Ra44bz: made a low bow to Mr. B. and faid, 
$:r , I heartily thank you for your plain and ingenu- 
ous Diſcourſe, and I willingly acknowledge that I 
have received more information from it than from a- 
ny Perſon or Author that ever I yet converſed with ; 
yea , whatif I ſhould ſay, Within a little you have 


perlwaded me to be a Chriſtian. I muſt not conceal, — 


that it hath been the opinion of ſonie of our Learned 
Men , that the AMeſi2s is come , and that-for our fins 
he lies concealed. | have been often ſtaggered in my 
ſelf when I have thought of this matter. [dare not 
ſhut my eyes againſt clear light, but open them as 
wide as 1 can. Therefore, Sr, on this day fort- 
night at the ſame hour I ſhall gladly meet you, and 
if it may be, I am content that this Houſe in which 
we now are, ſhould be the place; only [I beg leave to 
bring one or two of my Brethren with me; and yet 
I dehire alſo that we may be private , and that not a- 
bove the number of three or four at moſt, be preſent 
beſides our ſelves. Itold them my Houſe was at their 
ſervice , and that I was rejoyced to ſee fo good an ef- 
fect of 'the paſt Conference ; I called for a bottle of 
Sack, they drank in a friendly manner to one ano- 
ther ; ſo L.and his friend took their leave. - 

When they were gone, Father S. applied himſelf to 
Mr. B. and thanked him tor his ſeaſonable interpoſt- 
tion , and deſired his farther acquaintance. I muſt, 
ſaid he, confeſs to you, That I am one of thoſe that 
you call Roman Catholicks, but I was not aware 
that our Church by the Miracles ſhe approves of, and 
allows to be wrought in her , did give ſuch a ſtab to 
the Chriſtian Faith, as I now find it doth. I confeſs 
I have been long ot opinion that thoſe Miracles of our 

| Saints 
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Saints that are ſo much magnified amongſt us, are. 
moſt of them-falſe and fubolous And I remember 
that I have read in Zudovicus Vives, a learned 
Writer of our own, how he calls the Golden Legend, 
a Hiſtory unworthy of the Saints, and that the Au- 
thor had a brazen face. Yea, he ſays expreſly , that 
the lives of the Saints are corrupted with abundance 
of *yes, and that the Authors did ſet down not what 
| the Saints did , but what themſelves would have had 
them done. 


Mr. B. underſtanding that Father $: was a Roman- 
Catholick, deſired his pardon that he had ſpoke fo 
keenly againſt the Church and Pope of Rome ; adding, 
that he ſaw a neceſſity of it for the undeceiving of 
the Jew. And, Sir, ſaid he, give me leave to tell you, 
taat your Church by her lying Wonders , and forged 
Miracles, hath greatly dillerved and diſparaged the 
Faith of Chriſt; and gone about to invalidate the 
chiefeſt argument, as you your ſelf acknowledged, 
for the confirmation of it. And.let me add, that the 
7ews are farther prejudiced againſt Chriſttanity by 
the Papiits amongſt whom they moſtly converle, e- 
ſpecially in theſe Weſtern parts of the World, and that 
is by your Adoration of Images, the Hoſt, the Croſs, 
and the Relicks of the Saints ; for they are great Zea- 
lots in the ſecond Commandment , and utter enemies 
to all Idolatry. To which may be added, your de- 
barring the general uſe of the New Teſtament, which . 
is the probable means of the obtaining the knowledge 

of Chriſt , and the Chriſtian Religion. 


Father FS. replied, that though he was a Roman 
Catholick, yet withal he was a Chriſtian ; and I 
think, ſaid he . 'tis high time forme and: all Chri- . 
ſtians 
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ſtians befides,, to think of renoutcing Communion 
with that Church whioſe Principles and prafices 
ſhall encourage. Men to continue Jews and Inf 
dels; and as the Jew ſaid , That as within a lit- 
tle he was perſwaded to be a Chriſtian, ſo could 
he fay , that within a little he was perſwaded to 
be a Proteſtant. Upon this they take leave of one 
another, promiſing to meet again at the time be- 
fore-mentioned. | 
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Sir, I judged this Narrative would not be unac- 
ceptable to you. If any thing occurrs'in the next 
Meeting that 1s worth your notice”, it ſhall be readily 
communicated by 


Tours in many Obligations , 
N. H. 


